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Ravi Shankar 

Symphony (Finale) 

 
Creative Learning Pack for Key Stage 2  

Information for teacher, teaching assistant or parent/carer: 

This booklet is designed to allow your children to work sometimes independently, 

sometimes in a group looking at fantastic pieces of classical music. There are 

reading, writing, drawing, design and musical activities. The material has been 

produced by BBC Ten Pieces. We have split the material up into weekly 

episodes that can be covered in school or at home. With younger children in Key 

Stage 2, some support may be needed with reading and comprehension activities. 

We give the background in Week 1 where the history timeline of the chosen 
composer is covered. There are opportunities for the children to do research 
activities – this will require access to a PC, laptop or tablet. Your child’s creative 
learning booklet will be supported by a Powerpoint slideshow. 

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/KS2-edward-elgar-enigma-variations-11-6-7/zdqdbdm
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Week 1 – Symphony (Finale) Learning Outcomes 

 listen and reflect on a piece of orchestral music  
 create their own piece of music using instruments and voice  
 perform as an ensemble  
 learn musical language appropriate to the task  
 play and perform in ensemble contexts, using voices and playing musical 

instruments  
 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes thinking about musical 

elements 
 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

Please note: Learning Outcomes are the same for the whole unit. 

 Reading Activity  

Ravi Shankar Born: 1920 Died: 2012 Nationality: Indian 
 

Why is he a Trailblazer? 

The most famous sitar player of all time, trailblazer Ravi Shankar shared his passion for the 
sound and traditions of Hindustani classical music with the whole world. 

In his Symphony, Ravi Shankar explores this passion using the traditional instruments of a 
large Western orchestra. 

Fast Facts 

The young Ravi Shankar travelled to Paris, performing in his older brother’s dance group. 
During the group’s tours of Europe and the USA, Shankar heard Western orchestras and jazz 
music. 

Shankar gave up dancing to study Hindustani classical music and, by the mid-1950s, was 
playing the sitar in concerts around the world. 

Shankar’s early curiosity for other musical styles and musicians from other traditions never 
left him – and he collaborated with many people, including violinist Yehudi Menuhin and 
composer Philip Glass. 

In the 1960s Beatles guitarist George Harrison was introduced to Shankar’s music. He used 
the sitar in some recordings and, along with other groups like the Rolling Stones, helped 
Indian music reach huge new audiences 
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         Can you fill in this fact file?  

What nationality was Ravi Shankar?  
 

What made him a “trailblazer”?   
 

When was Shankar born?  
 

When did he die?  
 

Which places did the young Ravi visit 
early in his career? 

 
 

What is the famous piece we will be 
looking at? 

 

 

Here are some of the words we will use over the next few weeks: 

Call and Response A musical conversation. An idea is heard and then repeated by 
a different section of the orchestra 

Coda the ‘ending’ 

Drone one long, continuous sound (pitched or unpitched) that is 
present throughout a piece, usually at the bottom of the 
texture 

Improvise make it up on the spot! 

Unpitched Percussion Percussion instruments that make sounds that don’t have a 
specific pitch (or ‘note’) – drums, shakers, woodblocks, 
tambourine etc.  

Pitched Percussion percussion instruments that can play different pitches – 
xylophones, glockenspiels, chime bars, etc 

Raga a special scale used in Indian music, different to the major or 
minor scales used in western music 
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Watch: BBC Ten Pieces Trailblazer Film 

Discuss with a friend or family member what you have seen in the film.  

Ideas? How did it make you feel? How cool is the Sitar? Emotions?  

Share your ideas. 

                  

Watch the full orchestral performance  

List the instruments you have seen on screen. Can you write some of them down?  As well as 

a full list of orchestral instruments you will have seen a lot of percussion instruments and the 

sitar, here’s the full list:  

Woodwind Piccolo, Flute, Oboe, Cor Anglais, Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Bassoon 

Brass French horn, Trumpet, Trombone, Bass trombone, Tuba 

Percussion Triangle, Bass drum, Cymbal, Whip, Bongos, Woodblock, Xylophone, Marimba   

Strings Harp, Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass, Sitar  

 

Research Task  

Choose one of the families of instruments (above) They are: Woodwind, Brass, 

Percussion or Strings 

Find out about each instrument in your chosen family – facts, sounds they make and 

(of course) detailed labelled sketches showing what they look like.  

Can you also find out about and sketch the Sitar if you haven’t chosen strings? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/classical-music-ravi-shankar-symphony-finale/znk8bdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/classical-music-ravi-shankar-symphony-finale/znk8bdm
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Week 2 – Symphony (Finale) – Ragas, Drones and Solos 
Learning Outcomes 

 listen and reflect on a piece of orchestral music  
 create their own piece of music using instruments and voice  
 perform as an ensemble  
 learn musical language appropriate to the task  
 play and perform in ensemble contexts, using voices and playing musical 

instruments  
 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes thinking about musical 

elements 
 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 

Warm-up Sitting in a large circle, we’re going to pass some sounds around like a 
clap, a ‘ssh’ and any other sounds and gestures you might suggest. Finally, we’re 
going to make a quiet rumble by patting your knees quickly.   
 
This sound is similar to a ‘drone’ – i.e. a long note played at the bottom of the 
music. There is a drone almost all of the way through the type of Indian music Ravi 
Shankar played and there is often a drone in his symphony. We looked at some 
drones in our Enigma Variations Unit. 
 
Practise your drone (knee rumble) again and this time add a vocal sound by asking 
everyone to hum a low pitch too. Try just the vocal drone alone, if you have a 
xylophone, glockenspiel or a GarageBand instrument nearby, play a low D and ask 
your children to hum it. D is the pitch of Shankar’s drone and the most important 
note in his symphony. 
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Raga 

Shankar’s music uses a Raga – this is a scale used in Indian music. The notes of the 
raga give Shankar’s symphony its special and unique sound.   
  
Have a listen to the Raga as I play it on the piano. 

 

 

Here are the Raga Notes on a Glockenspiel. Notice there are two black notes:  

F# and Bb.  

 

Can you play the Raga Scale ?  
Going up (ascending) Coming down (descending) 
 
Can you play a solo using the notes of the Raga? You don’t need to use all of the 
notes; you can repeat notes; you can use them in any order.  
How creative can you get? 
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Week 3 – Symphony (Finale) – Call and Response: Two Note Patterns 
Learning Outcomes 

 listen and reflect on a piece of orchestral music  
 create their own piece of music using instruments and voice  
 perform as an ensemble  
 learn musical language appropriate to the task  
 play and perform in ensemble contexts, using voices and playing musical 

instruments  
 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes thinking about musical 

elements 
 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 

Warm-up Practise your drone again. Remember the music we worked on last lesson. 

We’re going to play a game of “Copycat”: I’ll clap a rhythm, sing a tune or make a 

gesture – can you copy it back. Keep going until I say ‘stop’.  

Ask someone in your class or at home to be the leader and play the game again.  

  

Here are two notes of different pitch (one higher that the other).  

 
Listen to the audio. 

1. I’ll play it at different speeds . . . .  
2. Can you copycat these two notes . . . . I’ll start, you copy . . . . ? 
3. This is now our call and response – I’ll play the call . . . you copy exactly. . . 

 
4. We’ll do a mini performance with a woodblock and bongo backbeat. 
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Week 4 – Symphony (Finale) – Vocalisation: Indian Drum Syllables 
Learning Outcomes 

 listen and reflect on a piece of orchestral music  
 create their own piece of music using instruments and voice  
 perform as an ensemble  
 learn musical language appropriate to the task  
 play and perform in ensemble contexts, using voices and playing musical 

instruments  
 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes thinking about musical 

elements 
 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 

This week’s session is an exciting one because we are going to look at how Ravi 

Shankar uses Indian drum syllables in his symphony. These are short sounds used to 

teach and remember rhythms in South Indian Carnatic music. Shankar makes an 

exciting melody out of them and places it near the end of his piece.   

  

Here’s a simplified version of Shankar’s melody:  

  

Have a listen to the audio where we’ll play some call and responses (similar to last 

week) Then create a whole piece using: Singing/Playing – Indian Drum Syllables; 

Woodblock pulses; Drones (based around D + A) 
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Week 5 – Symphony (Finale) – Massive Coda 
Learning Outcomes 

 listen and reflect on a piece of orchestral music  
 create their own piece of music using instruments and voice  
 perform as an ensemble  
 learn musical language appropriate to the task  
 play and perform in ensemble contexts, using voices and playing musical 

instruments  
 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes thinking about musical 

elements 
 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 

Warm-up Let’s just revisit what happened during the last session. You could repeat 
your ‘copycat’ rhythms or even sing through the song again.  
 

 

Ravi Shankar ends his piece with a short, exciting section called a coda. You might 
want to listen to this bit again, it’s the last two minutes of the piece, after the 
singing.  
 

 
  
Shankar’s coda is made up of the following ingredients:  

 Raga running up and down 
 Pulse and spiky rhythms  

  
We need to spilt into two groups – pitched players and unpitched players. Can you 
remember which instruments those might be?  
 
Pitched Group Create a short section that wanders up and down the notes of the 
raga. It doesn’t have to move all the way up and down, it can ‘get stuck’ in the 
middle. All the players must be playing the same thing at the same time.  The 
section must end with everyone playing a D together. 
 
Unpitched Group This section must feature a constant, steady pulse but other 
rhythms or unexpected sound effects may be added to the pulse. For example, the 
group might want to create some ‘splashy’ sound effects such as a cymbal crash or 
a short rumble but these sounds must only appear occasionally and unexpectedly.  
The section must end with one big bang – everyone playing together.  
 
Finally share each group. Give gentle feedback to each other. “Notate” your ideas. 

http://teach.files.bbci.co.uk/tenpieces/Shankar.mp3
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Week 6 – Symphony (Finale) – Pulling Your Ideas Together – Performance Time 
Learning Outcomes 

 listen and reflect on a piece of orchestral music  
 create their own piece of music using instruments and voice  
 perform as an ensemble  
 learn musical language appropriate to the task  
 play and perform in ensemble contexts, using voices and playing musical 

instruments  
 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes thinking about musical 

elements 
 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 

On your powerpoint slideshow (Week 6,) we will go through everything you have 

learned and created. That’s where we will pull everything together. 

There wil be a checklist for every activity in every week. You can tick this off if that 

helps you.  

There will be opportunities to practise your ideas again. 

Finally, don’t forget that you can share what you have done with us at Bury Music 

Service. You can send images of your work or audio recordings if you wish to: 

@burymusic 

 

Email: tim.power@burymusic.co.uk 


	We give the background in Week 1 where the history timeline of the chosen composer is covered. There are opportunities for the children to do research activities – this will require access to a PC, laptop or tablet. Your child’s creative learning book...
	Please note: Learning Outcomes are the same for the whole unit.
	Reading Activity
	Why is he a Trailblazer?
	The most famous sitar player of all time, trailblazer Ravi Shankar shared his passion for the sound and traditions of Hindustani classical music with the whole world.
	In his Symphony, Ravi Shankar explores this passion using the traditional instruments of a large Western orchestra.
	Fast Facts
	The young Ravi Shankar travelled to Paris, performing in his older brother’s dance group. During the group’s tours of Europe and the USA, Shankar heard Western orchestras and jazz music.
	Shankar gave up dancing to study Hindustani classical music and, by the mid-1950s, was playing the sitar in concerts around the world.
	Shankar’s early curiosity for other musical styles and musicians from other traditions never left him – and he collaborated with many people, including violinist Yehudi Menuhin and composer Philip Glass.
	In the 1960s Beatles guitarist George Harrison was introduced to Shankar’s music. He used the sitar in some recordings and, along with other groups like the Rolling Stones, helped Indian music reach huge new audiences

